Gifts and Donations
The following donations have recently been received:
A further donation of £250 from John Wyeth & Brother Ltd for the General Practitioners Travelling Fund £600, less 15 % commission, being the proceeds of the sale of drug jars left to the Society under the will of the late Dr Emanuel Miller A donation of £1,400 from Upjohn Ltd to cover the cost of postage on library books and journals and xeroxcopy sent by the Library to members of the Society during the 1971-72 session.
Birthday Honours
The Birthday Honours list published on 12 June contained the names of the following members of As a reviewer of the first edition of this tremendously popular book, I was fascinated to see how it had changed in its eleven-year life span. Introductory chapters on ethics, on learning and on teaching and on the general logic of medicine have been added. In these sections, the author's pungent, iconoclastic outlook is shown to advantage and, as he is writing with conviction, the style is terse, tight and impact-producing. Unhappily, in the later parts of the book, the writing is more diffuse, and he falls into many of the traps which he has warned his readers against. For example, he decries the use of the word 'always' in any clinical context and yet we are told that if, in a woman, hair extends 'much above the pubic bone' this is 'always abnormal' and one should 'always consider Cushing's syndrome'. Similarly, although he derides the use of eponyms, he not only uses them, but provides dates and biographical snippets about the eponymous characters. He warns us about fancy names and signs which add little to knowledge and yet we read that 'eunuchs often have very prominent nail ridges causing the nails to be shaped and patterned like a shell (onychauxis)'. Most of us have other ways of recognizing eunuchs.
One general problem which still perplexes me, as it did eleven years ago, is the wisdom of trying to combine a book on signs and symptoms with a potted textbook of medicine. Although this difficulty still remains, there are many welcome improvements (notably in the index and in the standard of proof-reading). Unhappily the typeface in the main text is less clear than it was and contrasts unfavourably with that of the index. I think that this is a valuable book, and that the first four chapters should be required reading for all students (and perhaps for their teachers too).
J R A MITCHELL
Medical Progress 1970-71 edited by Sir John Richardson Bart MVO MD FRCP pp x+365 £3-60 London: Butterworths 1971 This remarkably informative book, available at a reasonable price, will be widely read. In particular it will find favour with the busy practitioner who wishes to have at hand a ready and readable account of what is new and important in the wide panorama of medical practice. It will also appeal to candidates taking higher degrees. The material is dealt with in some twenty-seven sections and covers a great variety of topicsthere is even an account of mongolism in a chimpanzee that presented with behavioural abnormalities (humanoid ?). Each section concludes with an impressive and useful list of references. Inevitably there is some duplication of material: viral hepatitis is dealt with in three separate sections. Cardiology, on the other hand, suffers from having three topical problems scattered in other sections, namely anti-arrhythmic agents, nutritional aspects of ischaemic heart disease and transplantation. The sections on general medicine and general surgery deal largely with gastroenterology. Perhaps this subject could be given a section of its own in future editions. This volume will be popular, and deservedly so. It is highly recommended. IAN York: Academic Press 1970 This book is a collection of some 46 papers which were read at a symposium held at Cambridge in 1969. The term large RNA viruses is used to include those groups namedwith varying degrees of official approvalmyxoviruses, paramyxoviruses, rhabdoviruses, coronaviruses and leukoviruses. These viruses have a diameter of 100 nm or more and a lipid-containing envelope. They can be fairly readily distinguished from the smaller RNA viruses such as the arboviruses, reoviruses and the important picornavirus group which includes the polioviruses and the causative agents of common colds.
It will be clear from the title that this book is only concerned with fundamental aspects of these viruses. There are certainly no clinical grounds for considering them together, since the various viruses are able to induce such diverse diseases as a simple respiratory infection (influenza), systemic infections involving the skin (measles) and salivary glands (mumps), a 'slow' virus infection involving the central nervous system (rabies) and leukemia.
The subject matter is predominantly concerned with the properties and mode of replication of the viral nucleic acid and also with the symmetry and synthesis of protein and other structural components. In addition there are papers on genetics, cell fusion and interferon production.
This book will clearly be of more interest to scientists than to clinicians: for the former it will provide a wealth of information on these very important viruses. R The major source of material is the blood group frequencies derived by the blood grouping of new donors volunteering in the National Blood Transfusion Service. In the case of the ABO groups it is considered that consecutive new donors are random samples and representative of the local population. It seems likely that this is correct and it is further substantiated by examination of data from the RAF, where the blood group frequencies correspond very closely to those in the general survey; both, of course, being self-selected in different ways. ABO distribution is given first in unit areas, town by town, and subsequently the areas are grouped together into larger areas, within each of which the population is homogeneous. Consequently, it is possible, by tables and by illustrative maps, to show the distribution of the ABO group frequencies within the country; it can be seen that there is a gradual increase in frequency of group O from south to north of Great Britain, whereas the reverse is the case for group A. In all, more than half-a-million results have been subjected to statistical analysis.
